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Abstract. In this paper, a Dickson-type adder/subtractor DC-DC converter realizing
step-up/step-down conversion is proposed. Although the conventional Dickson converter
cannot achieve step-up/step-down conversion, the proposed converter can provide not
only the stepped-up voltage but also the stepped-down voltage by combining the battery
energy and the clean energy. Moreover, the proposed converter can achieve many con-
version ratios by utilizing hybrid inputs. Therefore, by choosing the optimal combination
of conversion ratio, the proposed converter can alleviate the energy loss caused by the
output regulation. To evaluate circuit properties, theoretical analyses, simulations and
experiments were performed concerning a simple example of the proposed converter. Cir-
cuit simulations and experiments showed the following results: (1) The circuit design is
appropriate, because the step-up/step-down conversion was confirmed by the experimen-
tal circuit. (2) The number of conversion ratios of the proposed converter is three times
as large as that of the conventional three-stage ring-type converter. (3) The proposed
converter can reduce more than 25% hardware cost than the conventional converter. (4)
The derived theoretical formulas are useful to estimate the characteristics of the proposed
converter, because the theoretical result corresponded well with the simulated result.
Keywords: Charge pump, Step-up/step-down converters, Switching converters, Switch-
ed capacitor circuits, Hybrid inputs, Clean energy

1. Introduction. A power converter is one of the most important building blocks in
electronic products. Among others, a switching DC-DC converter [1-18] is widely used to
drive mobile application systems by the stepped-up or the stepped-down voltage, where
a lithium-ion battery (Typ. 3.7V) is usually used as an input source. The switching
converter can be divided into two types: an inductor-based converter [1-4] and a capacitor-
based converter [5-18].

As a typical inductor-based converter for small power applications, a buck converter,
a boost converter and a buck-boost converter are well-known. For example, Dalola et al.
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proposed an autonomous sensor system [1] using a boost converter [1-4]. The inductor-
based DC-DC converter is efficient at arbitrary conversion ratios. Therefore, the inductor-
based converter can realize high power efficiency. However, the inductor-based converter
is difficult to be integrated into an IC chip. Moreover, the inductor is often the largest
and most expensive component.
On the other hand, the capacitor-based DC-DC converter [5-18] can achieve thin and

small circuit composition, light-weight and low-noise, because no magnetic component is
necessary. However, the capacitor-based DC-DC converter is efficient only at a few con-
version ratios [5-10], because the conversion ratio is predetermined by circuit structure.
Therefore, to realize higher power efficiency, the capacitor-based converter which can real-
ize many conversion ratios is desirable. To solve this problem, Chang et al. proposed the
multi-stage multiplier/divider DC-DC converter [17, 18], where several switched-capacitor
converters are connected mutually to realize many conversion ratios. However, the circuit
size extremely increases due to the multi-stage topology though the multi-stage converter
can offer various kinds of output voltages.
Recently, being distinct from such approach, the switching converter utilizing clean

energy [14-16] has been proposed to save battery energy. For example, Doms et al.
proposed capacitive power management circuit [14] using a charge-pump [5-10], where the
thermoelectric energy from waste heat [2, 14] is utilized to provide the stepped-up voltage.
The capacitor-based converter utilizing clean energy is superior in the point of energy
saving. However, like the conventional single-stage converter utilizing battery energy, the
capacitor-based converter utilizing clean energy is efficient only at a few conversion ratios,
because the circuit topology of the converter utilizing clean energy is the same as that of
the single-stage converter utilizing battery energy essentially.
In this paper, a Dickson-type adder/subtractor DC-DC converter is proposed. To gen-

erate the output voltage, the proposed converter utilizes two input sources: battery input
and clean energy input. Although the conventional Dickson converter [5-10] offers only
the N(= 1, 2, 3, · · · )× stepped-up voltage, the proposed converter can provide not only
the stepped-up voltage but also the stepped-down voltage by combining the battery en-
ergy and the clean energy. Moreover, the proposed converter generates various kinds of
output voltages compared with the conventional capacitor-based step-up/step-down con-
verter. Therefore, by choosing the optimal combination of conversion ratio, the proposed
converter can alleviate the energy loss caused by the output regulation.
To confirm the validity of the circuit design, SPICE simulations and experiments are

performed concerning the proposed converter. By comparing the proposed converter
with the conventional step-up/step-down converter [11-13], the properties of the proposed
converter are evaluated.

2. Circuit Structure.

2.1. Conventional step-up/step-down converter. Figure 1 shows an example of the
conventional step-up/step-down DC-DC converter [11-13]. The conventional converter of
Figure 1 is called the ring-type DC-DC converter. To help readers’ understanding, the
operation of the ring-type converter is illustrated concerning a simple example shown in
Figure 1(b).
The conventional converter of Figure 1(b) consists of twelve power switches and four

capacitors. By converting input voltage Vin, the conventional converter generates the
following output voltage:

Vout =
s

r
Vin, (1)
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Figure 1. Conventional step-up/step-down DC-DC converter [11, 12]: (a)
general form and (b) an example of the conventional converter

where parameters s (= 1, 2, 3) and r (= 1, 2, 3) are determined by controlling power
switches Si,j ((i = 1, 2, 3) and (j = 1, 2, 3)). In Figure 1, power switch S1,j is driven by
non-overlapped three-phase pulse Φ1,j, S2,j is driven by the inverted pulse of Φ1,j, and
S3,j and S4,j are driven by clock pulses obtained by shifting clock pulses Φ1,j cyclically.

In Figure 1(b), the number of capacitors connected to the input terminal in series
through S3,j, S2,j and S1,j is fixed to r. On the other hand, the number of capacitors
connected to the output terminal in series through S4,j, S2,j and S1,j is fixed to s. Conse-
quently, the stepped-up/stepped-down voltage (s/r)Vin is obtained as an output voltage.
In other words, the conventional converter is the multiplier/divider DC-DC converter
[11-13, 17, 18]. In Figure 1(b), the conventional converter can realize seven types of con-
version ratio: s/r = {1/3, 1/2, 2/3, 1, 2, 3/2, 3}. As (1) shows, the number of conversion
ratios is determined by the number of capacitors.

2.2. Proposed converter. Figure 2 shows the proposed adder/subtractor DC-DC con-
verter utilizing two input sources: battery input and clean energy input. To help readers’
understanding, the operation of the proposed converter is illustrated concerning a simple
example shown in Figure 2(b).

By combining the battery energy and the clean energy, the proposed converter generates
the stepped-up/stepped-down voltage as follows:

Vout = {V1 − (Vin1 ∨ Vin2 ∨ 0)}+ (Vin1 ∨ Vin2 ∨ 0), (2)

where V1 = {(Vin1 ∨ Vin2)− (Vin1 ∨ Vin2 ∨ 0)}+ (Vin1 ∨ Vin2 ∨ 0).
As (1) and (2) show, the conversion method of the proposed converter is totally differ-

ent from that of the conventional converter. In the proposed adder/subtractor DC-DC
converter, the number of conversion ratios is determined by not only the number of ca-
pacitors but also the number of inputs. By controlling power switches as shown in Table
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Figure 2. Proposed converter: (a) general form and (b) an example of the
proposed converter in the case of N = 3
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Figure 3. Instantaneous equivalent circuits of the proposed converter in
the case of No.13: (a) State− T1 and (b) State− T2

1, the proposed converter can achieve twenty conversion ratios, where Vin1 6= Vin2 and
Vout > 0. Table 2 shows the comparison between the proposed converter of Figure 2(b)
and the conventional converter of Figure 1(b). As Table 2 shows, the proposed converter
can provide various kinds of output voltages than the conventional converter. Therefore,
by choosing the optimal combination of conversion ratio, the proposed converter can alle-
viate the energy loss caused by the output regulation. Moreover, the proposed converter
can realize hardware size smaller than the conventional converter. In the development of
mobile application systems, it is clear that a small circuit is advantageous.
The properties of the proposed converter will be analyzed in the following section.

3. Theoretical Analysis. In the IC design of capacitor-based converters, the effect of
on-resistance on the power efficiency is one of the most important properties, because
the most of the chip area are occupied by power switches. Therefore, the properties
concerning power efficiency and on-resistance are clarified theoretically. Moreover, in
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Table 1. Setting of clock pulses

No. Output Vout State On Off

1 Vin1
T1 Sin1, S1,3, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,3, S2, S3,3 Other switches

2 Vin2
T1 Sin2, S1,3, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,3, S2, S3,3 Other switches

3 2Vin1
T1 Sin1, S1,3, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,2, S2, S3,3 Other switches

4 2Vin2
T1 Sin2, S1,3, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,1, S2, S3,3 Other switches

5 3Vin1
T1 Sin1, S1,3, S3,2, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,2, S2, S3,3 Other switches

6 3Vin2
T1 Sin2, S1,3, S3,1, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,1, S2, S3,3 Other switches

7 Vin1 + Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,3, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,1, S2, S3,3 Other switches

8 2Vin1 + Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,3, S3,1, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,2, S2, S3,3 Other switches

9 Vin1 + 2Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,3, S3,1, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,1, S2, S3,3 Other switches

10 Vin1 − Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,1, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,3, S2, S3,3 Other switches

11 2Vin1 − Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,3, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,2, S2, S3,1 Other switches

12 Vin1 − 2Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,1, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,3, S2, S3,1 Other switches

13 2Vin2 − Vin1
T1 Sin2, S1,3, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,1, S2, S3,2 Other switches

14 Vin2 − 2Vin1
T1 Sin2, S1,2, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,3, S2, S3,2 Other switches

15 2Vin1 − 2Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,1, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,2, S2, S3,1 Other switches

16 2Vin2 − 2Vin1
T1 Sin2, S1,2, S3,3, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,1, S2, S3,2 Other switches

17 3Vin1 − Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,1, S3,2, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,2, S2, S3,3 Other switches

18 3Vin1 − 2Vin2
T1 Sin1, S1,1, S3,2, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,2, S2, S3,1 Other switches

19 3Vin2 − Vin1
T1 Sin2, S1,2, S3,1, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,1, S2, S3,3 Other switches

20 3Vin2 − 2Vin1
T1 Sin2, S1,2, S3,1, S4 Other switches
T2 S1,1, S2, S3,2 Other switches

order to evaluate the characteristics of the proposed converter, the comparison between
the proposed converter and the conventional ring-type converter is performed theoretically.

To save space, only the theoretical analysis in the case of No.13 (Vout = 2Vin2 − Vin1)
and No.18 (Vout = 3Vin1 − 2Vin2) is discussed in this section. The theoretical analysis is
performed under the conditions that 1. Since the proposed converter is not operated at
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Table 2. Comparison concerning hardware cost and conversion ratio

Number of Number of Number of
capacitors switches conversion ratios

Proposed converter 3 10 20
Conventional converter 4 14 7

high frequency, the influence of parasitic elements is negligibly small, and 2. To evaluate
the maximum power efficiency, the time constant is much larger than the period of clock
pulses.

3.1. Analysis for No.13. In a steady state, the instantaneous equivalent circuits of the
proposed converter can be expressed by the circuits shown in Figure 3, where Ron denotes
the on-resistance of the power switch. In Figure 3, the differential value of the electric
charge in capacitor Ck (k = 1, 2, 3) satisfies

∆qkT1 +∆qkT2 = 0, where T = T1 + T2, T1 = DT and T2 = (1−D)T. (3)

In (3), D is the duty factor, and ∆qkT1 and ∆qkT2 denote electric charges in the case of
State− T1 and State− T2, respectively.
In the case of State−T1, differential values of electric charges in terminal Vin1, terminal

Vin2 and terminal Vout, ∆qT1,Vin1
, ∆qT1,Vin2

and ∆qT1,Vout , are given by

∆qT1,Vin1
= 0, ∆qT1,Vin2

= ∆q1T1 and ∆qT1,Vout = ∆q2T1 +∆q3T1. (4)

On the other hand, in the case of State − T2, differential values of electric charges in
terminal Vin1, terminal Vin2 and terminal Vout, ∆qT2,Vin1

, ∆qT2,Vin2
and ∆qT2,Vout , are given

by

∆qT2,Vin1
= −∆q2T2, ∆qT2,Vin2

= −∆q1T2 and ∆qT2,Vout = ∆q3T2, (5)

where ∆q1T2 = −∆q2T2.
Using (4) and (5), average currents in the input terminals and the output terminal can

be expressed by

Iin1 = (∆qT1,Vin1
+∆qT2,Vin1

)/T := ∆qVin1
/T,

Iin2 = (∆qT1,Vin2
+∆qT2,Vin2

)/T := ∆qVin2
/T

and Iout = (∆qT1,Vout +∆qT2,Vout)/T := ∆qVout/T, (6)

where ∆qVin1
, ∆qVin2

and ∆qVout are electric charges in terminal Vin1, terminal Vin2 and
terminal Vout, respectively.
Therefore, from (3)-(6), we have the relation between average output current Iout and

average input currents Iin1 and Iin2 as follows:

Iin1 = Iout and Iin2 = −2Iout. (7)

Next, let us consider the consumed energy in one period. In Figure 3, the consumed
energy in one period, WT , can be expressed as

WT = WT1 +WT2, (8)

where

WT1 =
2Ron

T1
(∆q1T1)

2 +
2Ron

T1
(∆q2T1)

2 and WT2 =
3Ron

T2
(∆q1T2)

2. (9)
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Using (3)-(6), consumed energy (9) can be rewritten as

WT =
(4−D)Ron

D(1−D)T
(∆qVout)

2. (10)

Here, a general equivalent circuit of SC power converters [15,16] can be given by the
circuit shown in Figure 4. In Figure 4, RSC is called the SC resistance, M is the ratio of
an ideal transformer, and Vin and Vout denote the average input voltage and the average
output voltage, respectively. The consumed energy WT in Figure 4 can be expressed as

WT = WT1 +WT2 :=

(
∆qVout

T

)2

·RSC · T . (11)

Therefore, from (10) and (11), SC resistance RSC of the proposed converter is expressed
as

RSC =
(4−D)

D(1−D)
·Ron. (12)

Using (7) and (12), the equivalent circuit in the case of No.13 can be expressed by the
following determinant:[

Vin1

Iin1

]
=

[
−1 0
0 −1

] [
Vo1

−Io

]
,

[
Vin2

Iin2

]
=

[
1/2 0
0 2

] [
Vo2

−Io

]

and

[
Vo1 + Vo2

Io

]
=

[
1 RSC

0 1

] [
Vout

Iout

]
, (13)

because the equivalent circuit of the SC power converters can be expressed by the deter-
minant using the Kettenmatrix. Finally, from (13), we have the equivalent circuit of the
proposed converter as shown in Figure 5. From Figure 5, the power efficiency ηp and the
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Figure 6. Instantaneous equivalent circuits of the proposed converter in
the case of No.18: (a) State− T1 and (b) State− T2

output voltage Vout
1 of the proposed converter are obtained as

ηp =
(Iout)

2RL

(Iout)2RSC + (Iout)2RL

=
RL

RSC +RL

(14)

and Vout =
RL

RSC +RL

(2Vin2 − Vin1), (15)

where RL denotes the output load.
For example, the target voltage such as 2.2V is required to drive a center processing

unit (CPU). In the case of No.13, the ideal output voltage of the proposed converter is
obtained by

Vout = 2Vin2 − Vin1 = 2.3V (16)

if the input voltages are Vin1 = 3.7V and Vin2 = 3V 2. As (16) shows, the energy loss
due to the output regulation in the proposed converter is smaller than that in the con-
ventional converter, because the conventional converter generates the target voltage by
regulating the 2/3 × stepped-down voltage (' 2.47V). Concretely, the voltage efficiency
Vtag/Vout of the proposed converter and the conventional converter is 95.7% and 89.2%,
respectively. That is, the proposed converter can improve voltage efficiency about 6%
from the conventional converter.

3.2. Analysis for No.18. Figure 6 shows the instantaneous equivalent circuits of the
proposed converter in the case of No.18. In the case of State − T1, ∆qT1,Vin1

, ∆qT1,Vin2

and ∆qT1,Vout are given by

∆qT1,Vin1
= ∆q1T1 −∆q2T1, ∆qT1,Vin2

= −∆q1T1 and ∆qT1,Vout = ∆q2T1 +∆q3T1. (17)

On the other hand, in the case of State− T2, ∆qT2,Vin1
, ∆qT2,Vin2

and ∆qT2,Vout are given
by

∆qT2,Vin1
= −∆q1T2, ∆qT2,Vin2

= −∆q2T2 and ∆qT2,Vout = ∆q3T2, (18)

where ∆q1T2 = −∆q2T2.
Therefore, from (3), (6), (17) and (18), we have the following relation concerning cur-

rents:

Iin1 = −3Iout and Iin2 = 2Iout. (19)

1Of course, the consumed energy of peripheral circuits such as pulse generators and comparators is
disregarded in the power efficiency of (14).

2The input sources Vin1 and Vin2 were assumed as a lithium battery and a thermoelectric generator
(TEG).



DICKSON-TYPE ADDER/SUBTRACTOR DC-DC CONVERTER 131

1  :  -2

Vo2

Iin2

Vin2

1  :  3

Vo1

Iin1

Vin1

Io

RLVout

Iout

Rsc

Figure 7. Equivalent circuit of the proposed converter in the case of No.18
(Vout = 3Vin1 − 2Vin2)

In Figure 6, the consumed energy in State− T1 and State− T2 is expressed as

WT1 =
2Ron

T1
(∆q1T1)

2 +
2Ron

T1
(∆q2T1)

2 and WT2 =
3Ron

T2
(∆q1T2)

2. (20)

Using (11), (17) and (18), (20) can be rewritten as

WT =
(4−D)Ron

D(1−D)T
(∆qVout)

2. (21)

Therefore, from (11) and (21), we have the SC resistance as follows:

RSC =
(4−D)

D(1−D)
·Ron (22)

Using (19) and (22), the equivalent circuit in the case of No.18 can be expressed by the
following determinants:[

Vin1

Iin1

]
=

[
1/3 0
0 3

] [
Vo1

−Io

]
,

[
Vin2

Iin2

]
=

[
−1/2 0
0 −2

] [
Vo2

−Io

]
and

[
Vo1 + Vo2

Io

]
=

[
1 RSC

0 1

] [
Vout

Iout

]
. (23)

Finally, from (23), we have the equivalent circuit of the proposed converter as shown in
Figure 7. From Figure 7, the power efficiency ηp and the output voltage Vout are obtained
as

ηp =
(Iout)

2RL

(Iout)2RSC + (Iout)2RL

=
RL

RSC +RL

(24)

and Vout =
RL

RSC +RL

(3Vin1 − 2Vin2). (25)

For example, the target voltage such as 5V is required to drive LED (Light Emitting
Diode) backlighting. In the case of No.18, the ideal output voltage of the proposed
converter is obtained by

Vout = 3Vin1 − 2Vin2 = 5.1V (26)

if the input voltages are Vin1 = 3.7V and Vin2 = 3V. As (26) shows, the energy loss due to
the output regulation in the proposed converter is smaller than that in the conventional
converter, because the conventional converter generates the target voltage by regulating
the 3/2× stepped-up voltage (' 5.55V). Concretely, the voltage efficiency Vtag/Vout of the
proposed converter and the conventional converter is 90.1% and 98.0%, respectively. That
is, the proposed converter can improve voltage efficiency about 8% from the conventional
converter.

To save space, only the power efficiency in the case of No.13 and No.18 was discussed
in this paper. However, other modes can also be analyzed by the same method.
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Table 3. Comparison concerning power efficiency in the case of step-down conversion

Proposed
SC resistance Efficiency Output voltage

RSC.p ηp Vout.p

(Vtag = 2.2V)
(4−D)

D(1−D)
·Ron

RL

RL +RSC.p

RL

RL +RSC.p

(2Vin2 − Vin1)

Conventional
SC resistance Efficiency Output voltage

RSC.c ηc Vout.c

(Vtag = 2.2V)
19

9
·Ron

RL

RL +RSC.c

RL

RL +RSC.c

(
2Vin1

3

)

Table 4. Comparison concerning power efficiency in the case of step-up conversion

Proposed
SC resistance Efficiency Output voltage

RSC.p ηp Vout.p

(Vtag = 5V)
(4−D)

D(1−D)
·Ron

RL

RL +RSC.p

RL

RL +RSC.p

(2Vin2 − Vin1)

Conventional
SC resistance Efficiency Output voltage

RSC.c ηc Vout.c

(Vtag = 5V)
19

4
·Ron

RL

RL +RSC.c

RL

RL +RSC.c

(
3Vin1

2

)

3.3. Comparison. In this subsection, the comparison concerning power efficiency is dis-
cussed. Tables 3 and 4 show the summary of the theoretical results, where the theoretical
analysis concerning the conventional ring-type converter will be discussed in Appendix.
Since the output voltage is regulated to provide the target output voltage, the total effi-
ciency ηtotal.p of the proposed converter is expressed as

ηtotal.p = ηreg.p × ηp, (27)

where ηreg.p '
{

Vtag/Vout.p (if Vout.p > Vtag)
1 (if Vout.p ≤ Vtag).

In (27), ηreg.p denotes the efficiency of the output regulator. Although the SC-resistance
of the proposed converter is larger than that of the conventional converter, the proposed
converter can alleviate the loss in the output regulator, because the output voltage of the
proposed converter is closer to the target voltage than that of the conventional converter.
When the proposed converter satisfies the following condition:

ηtotal.p > ηtotal.c, (28)

the proposed converter can realize higher power efficiency than the conventional converter.
In (28), ηtotal.c denotes the total efficiency of the conventional converter.
In the case of Vtag = 2.2V, (28) is rewritten as

ηreg.p ×
RL

RL + 14Ron

> ηreg.c ×
RL

RL + (19/9)Ron

. (29)
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From (29), we have RL > 162Ron

if ηreg.p '
Vtag

2Vin2 − Vin1

=
2.2

2.3
and ηreg.c '

Vtag

(2/3)Vin1

=
3.3

3.7

and D = 0.5 and Vin1 = 3.7V and Vin2 = 3V. (30)

Concretely, in the case of Ron = 1Ω, the total efficiency of the proposed converter is higher
than that of the converter when RL is larger than 162Ω.

On the other hand, in the case of Vtag = 5V, (28) is rewritten as

ηreg.p ×
RL

RL + 14Ron

> ηreg.c ×
RL

RL + (19/4)Ron

. (31)

From (31), we have RL > 100Ron

if ηreg.p '
Vtag

3Vin1 − 2Vin2

=
5

5.1
and ηreg.c '

Vtag

(3/2)Vin1

=
5

5.55

and D = 0.5 and Vin1 = 3.7V and Vin2 = 3V. (32)

Concretely, in the case of Ron = 1Ω, the total efficiency of the proposed converter is higher
than that of the converter when RL is larger than 100Ω.

4. Simulation. To confirm the validity of theoretical analysis, the properties of the pro-
posed converter are investigated by SPICE simulations. To satisfy the conditions in the
theoretical analysis, the simulation conditions were set to Vin1 = 3.7V, Vin2 = 3V 3, C1

= C2 = C3 = 500 nF, D = 0.5, Ron = 10Ω 4 and T = 1µs.
Figure 8 shows the simulated power efficiency in the case of No.13 and No.18. Figure

9 shows the simulated output voltage in the case of No.13 and No.18. As Figures 8 and
9 show, the theoretical results correspond well with the simulated results. Consequently,
the validity of the theoretical analysis described in Section 3 was confirmed. Of course,
the power efficiency and the output voltage can be improved by using the power switch
with low on-resistance.

3In the SPICE simulation, input source Vin1 and Vin2 were assumed as a lithium battery and a
thermoelectric generator (TEG).

4The power switches were modeled by using SPICE macro-model.
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Figure 10. Measured voltages in the case of No.13: (a) Vout vs. Vin1 and
(b) Vout vs. Vin2
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Figure 11. Measured voltages in the case of No.18: (a) Vout vs. Vin1 and
(b) Vout vs. Vin2

5. Experiment. To confirm the validity of circuit design, experiments were performed
regarding to the proposed converter shown in Figure 2(b). The experimental circuit was
built with commercially available transistors 2SK2493 on a bread board, where Vin1 =
3.7V, Vin2 = 3V, C1 = C2 = C3 = 10µF, RL = 10kΩ and T = 2ms.
Figure 10 shows the measured output voltages in the case of No.13. Figure 11 shows

the measured output voltages in the case of No.18. As Figures 10 and 11 show, unlike the
conventional Dickson converter, the proposed converter can achieve step-up/step-down
conversion 5.

6. Conclusion. A Dickson-type adder/subtractor DC-DC converter utilizing hybrid in-
puts has been proposed in this paper. To clarify properties of the proposed converter,
circuit simulations, theoretical analyses and experiments were performed concerning a
simple example of the proposed converter.
The SPICE simulations and experiments showed the following results: (1) The proposed

converter provides more various kinds of output voltages than the three-stage ring-type
DC-DC converter. The number of conversion ratios of the proposed converter is three
times as large as that of the conventional converter. Therefore, the proposed converter

5In the experiment, the circuit properties such as power efficiency and ripple noise, were not examined,
because the experimental circuit was built with commercially available transistors on the bread board.
Only the circuit design was verified through the experiments, because the parasitic resistance of the bread
board is very large unlike an IC chip.
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can alleviate the energy loss caused by the output regulation. Furthermore, the proposed
converter can realize smaller hardware cost than the conventional ring-type converter.
The proposed converter can reduce more than 25% hardware cost than the conventional
converter. (2) The proposed converter can provide not only the stepped-up voltage but
also the stepped-down voltage, because the step-up/step-down conversion was confirmed
by experiments. Although the conventional Dickson converter offers only the stepped-up
voltage, the proposed converter can achieve step-up/step-down conversion by combining
the battery energy and the clean energy. Therefore, the proposed converter will open
up a new vista for mobile applications though the application target of the conventional
Dickson converter is restricted due to a very limited conversion ratio. (3) The formulas
obtained by the theoretical analysis are useful to estimate the characteristics the proposed
converter, because the theoretical results corresponded well with the simulation results.

The IC implementation of the proposed equalizer is left to a future study.
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Appendix. To compare the properties of the proposed converter with that of the conven-
tional converter, the theoretical analysis concerning Figure 1(b) is performed in Appendix.

2/3× step-down conversion. In this section, the properties of the ring-type converter
in the case of 2/3× step-down conversion are analyzed theoretically. The conditions of this
theoretical analysis are the same as that of the theoretical analysis described in Section
3.
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Figure 12. Instantaneous equivalent circuits of the ring-type converter in
the case of 2/3× step-down conversion: (a) State−T1, (b) State−T2 and
(c) State− T3

Figure 12 shows the instantaneous equivalent circuits in the case of 2/3× step-down
conversion. In the steady state, the differential value of electric charges in Ck (k =
{1, 2, 3, 4}) satisfies

∆qkT1 +∆qkT2 +∆qkT3 = 0, where T = T1 + T2 + T3 (T1 = T2 = T3 = Td). (33)

In (33), ∆qkT1, ∆qkT2 and ∆qkT3 denote electric charges in the case of State−T1, State−T2
and State− T3, respectively.
In the case of State− T1, ∆qT1,Vin

and ∆qT1,Vout are given by

∆qT1,Vin
= ∆q3T1 and ∆qT1,Vout = ∆q2T1 −∆q3T1 = ∆q1T1 −∆q3T1. (34)

In the case of State− T2, ∆qT2,Vin
and ∆qT2,Vout are given by

∆qT2,Vin
= ∆q1T2 and ∆qT2,Vout = ∆q3T2 −∆q1T2 = ∆q2T2 −∆q1T2. (35)

In the case of State− T3, ∆qT3,Vin
and ∆qT3,Vout are given by

∆qT3,Vin
= ∆q2T3 and ∆qT3,Vout = ∆q1T3 −∆q2T3 = ∆q3T3 −∆q2T3. (36)

Using (34)-(36), the average current of the input and the output can be expressed by

Iin = (∆qT1,Vin
+∆qT2,Vin

+∆qT3,Vin
)/T := ∆qVin

/T

and Iout = (∆qT1,Vout +∆qT2,Vout +∆qT3,Vout)/T := ∆qVout/T, (37)
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where ∆qVin
and ∆qVout are electric charges in terminal Vin and terminal Vout, respectively.

Substituting (33)-(36) into (37), the relation between the input current and the output
current is obtained as follows:

Iin = −2

3
Iout. (38)

In Figure 12, the energy consumed by resistors in one period, WT , can be expressed by

WT = WT1 +WT2 +WT3, (39)

where

WT1 =
2Ron

T1

(∆q1T1)
2 +

2Ron

T1

(∆q3T1)
2 +

Ron

T1

(∆q1T1 −∆q3T1)
2

WT2 =
2Ron

T2

(∆q1T2)
2 +

2Ron

T2

(∆q2T2)
2 +

Ron

T2

(∆q2T2 −∆q1T2)
2

and WT3 =
2Ron

T3

(∆q2T3)
2 +

2Ron

T3

(∆q3T3)
2 +

Ron

T3

(∆q3T3 −∆q2T3)
2.

From (33)-(36) and (37), consumed energy (39) can be rewritten as

WT =
19Ron

9T
(∆qVout)

2. (40)

Thus, from (11) and (40), we have the SC resistance RSC as follows:

RSC =
19

9
·Ron. (41)

Using (38) and (41), the equivalent circuit in the case of 2/3× step-down conversion can
be expressed by the following determinant:[

Vin

Iin

]
=

[
3/2 0
0 2/3

] [
1 RSC

0 1

] [
Vout

−Iout

]
. (42)

Therefore, the power efficiency in the case of 2/3× step-down conversion can be expressed
by (14).
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Figure 13. Instantaneous equivalent circuits of the ring-type converter in
the case of 3/2× step-up conversion: (a) State − T1, (b) State − T2 and
(c) State− T3
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3/2× step-up conversion. Figure 13 shows the instantaneous equivalent circuits in the
case of 3/2× step-up conversion. In the case of State − T1, ∆qT1,Vin

and ∆qT1,Vout are
given by

∆qT1,Vin
= ∆q2T1 −∆q3T1 = ∆q1T1 −∆q3T1 and ∆qT1,Vout = ∆q3T1. (43)

In the case of State− T2, ∆qT2,Vin
and ∆qT2,Vout are given by

∆qT2,Vin
= ∆q3T2 −∆q1T2 = ∆q2T2 −∆q1T2 and ∆qT2,Vout = ∆q1T2. (44)

In the case of State− T3, ∆qT3,Vin
and ∆qT3,Vout are given by

∆qT3,Vin
= ∆q1T3 −∆q2T3 = ∆q3T3 −∆q2T3 and ∆qT3,Vout = ∆q2T3. (45)

Substituting (33), (43), (44) and (45) into (37), the relation between the input current
and the output current is obtained as follows:

Iin = −3

2
Iout. (46)

In Figure 13, the energy consumed by resistors in one period, WT , can be expressed by

WT = WT1 +WT2 +WT3, (47)

where

WT1 =
2Ron

T1

(∆q1T1)
2 +

2Ron

T1

(∆q3T1)
2 +

Ron

T1

(∆q1T1 −∆q3T1)
2

WT2 =
2Ron

T2

(∆q1T2)
2 +

2Ron

T2

(∆q2T2)
2 +

Ron

T2

(∆q2T2 −∆q1T2)
2

and WT3 =
2Ron

T3

(∆q2T3)
2 +

2Ron

T3

(∆q3T3)
2 +

Ron

T3

(∆q3T3 −∆q2T3)
2.

From (33), (37), (43), (44) and (45), consumed energy (47) can be rewritten as

WT =
19Ron

4T
(∆qVout)

2. (48)

Thus, from (11) and (48), we have the SC resistance RSC as follows:

RSC =
19

4
·Ron. (49)

Using (46) and (49), the equivalent circuit in the case of 3/2× step-up conversion can be
expressed by the following determinant:[

Vin

Iin

]
=

[
2/3 0
0 3/2

] [
1 RSC

0 1

] [
Vout

−Iout

]
. (50)

Therefore, the power efficiency in the case of 3/2× step-up conversion can be expressed
by (16).


